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A PLAIN 


Record or Declaration, 


SHEWING 
The Original ROOT and RACE 


PERSECUTORS: 


Together 
With the Nature, Practice and End of that GENE RATTI. 
ON, in all «Ages paſt ſince the Beginning ; as we may Read 
in the Scriptures of Truth, from Geneſis to the Revelation, 
But more Particularly thus : 

The Devil (who was a Aurderer and a Liar from the Beginuing, 
and the Original of all Six ) is the Father of all Perſecucozs and 
Perſecution, which is the Birth born after the Fleſh, which the 
Egyptian Woman ( the Bond Woman ) is the Mother of, whois calt 
out With her Son from being Heir, whoſe Exd is Neſtruttion, 

CHRIST FESHS, the Trath, the Peace, the Power of God 
(which deſtrozes the Devil, the Original of all Sinand Knrighteonſ- 
ſs) Heis the Otiginal and Everlaſting Father of all the &:gh- 
teows, Which is the Birth born after the Spirit : whoſe Mother is 
| | Feruſalem from Above, which is Free with her Children, who are 
the Righteow (Which are Perſecuted) who will not perſecute nor hate 
but love Enemies, Now theſe are Abel's Generation, who was a 
Righteous man,whoſe Sacrifice was accepted of God : him Cain flew, 
Who Was wicked. 

And fo all Haters, Murderers , Perſecutors abont Religion, Worſhip and Sa- 
aifice, from the Beginning even until this day, they are of Cain's Generation (the 
\ PERSECUTOR ) whole Sacrifices God hath no reſpþ*# unto, their hands are 
Full of Blood ; though they Proſeſs all the Scriptures of Truth, they are Perſe- 
cators of the Fuft 3 and (o their Reward will be according to their Work; 


H. F: +20 
Gal-4. He that is born after the Feſb,P erſecutts him that is born after the Spirit. 
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The Original ROOT and RACE 


PERSECUTORS, 


Together 


With the Nature, P2actice and End of that GENE. 
R ATION, Ec. 


Ever did any Proſper who were Perſecutors of the 
Righteow ; For when the Devil went out of the 
Truth, then did he ſnare and tempt others out of the 

Truth, and their Habitation: And being ſo, the 


State was Loſt, which was in the Begining, wherein all things 2 Per: 


were Blefſed and Good, And the Devil, the Original of all Sin, 
1s the Father of Perſecuto2s and Perſecution, who is out of 
the Trath in the whole World ( which was always Blixd ) that 
lyes in Wickedneſs, from which Fomundation of the World hath the 
Lamb been ſlain, the Juſt have Suffered and been Perſecated, by 
them that have »bejed the Devil, the Athor and Original of 
all Si» ; Who hath extered into their Minds, and defiled their 
Minds, ſo that they have diſobeyed the Good in them, the Juſt 
in them ; which 1s the Casſe of all thz Perſecution in Chr:/ten- 
dom,and all the Perſecution & Janozance in the whole #orld, 
And People d:ſobey;ng the Good that is in them, and the Juſt ; 
and ſo obeying theBad in them, they are Aliens 1» their minds and 
Strangers to S Life of God, and Covenant of Promiſe, and Stran- 
gersto the Image and Likeneſs of GO D, the Image of the De- 
vil deing within them, and yet «ndefaced, and #nſubdued, This 
1s the Cauſe of the Enmuty in the whole VYVorld, and the (anſe 
of the Exmity in them that do profeſs the Scripemres ( both Jews 
and Chriſtians ) being Aliens from the Life Which they were 
in, 
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in, Which ſpake them forth, in which there is no Zmity, and Sub. 
jeftion unto God, and to one Another, So the Devil was the 
Firſt Perſecuto2, the Ezemy of Mankind, who is the Power of 
Death, the Author of Sin, which brings it forth; which Chrif 
the Truth, and Prince of Life Deſtroys, for he Ends all Pet- 
ſecution. 

Cain the Secoxd Perſecutoz, who Perſecuted righteous Abel, 
though he was a Governour and built a City, God ſaid, he was 
a Vagabond and Fugitive , and-his Brother's Blood {topped the 
Earth from yeelding its full ſtrength, So that a Perſecutoy Cor- 
rupteth the Earth,and all that be Perſecutozs are of-Cain, YVa- 
gabonds, to whom betongs the Woe ; though they be never (0 
Great in the Earth, the Woe is to them if they be Perſe- 
cuto2s. 

The Did Wozld Perſetuted Noah, righteous Noah, with 
whom was God's (ovenant, Who Was a Preacher of Righteouſ-. 
neſs; And God overthrew the Old World for their Filrhineſs, 
and Wickedneſs, and Hngodlineſs, who _ him, ( and had 
Corrupted the Earth , and filled it with Violence ) Who were 
Drowned ; and righteous Noah in the Ark, was ſaved with 
Eight Perſons : So there was the End of thoſe Perſecus 
t02s. 

The Sodomites were ſtruck, Blind by the Angel of the Lord, 
who aſſaulted Lot's Houſe in Sodom, and afterwards the Lord 
Conſumed their City with fire, 

The Caldeans were Perſecuto2s of Faithful Abraham, from 
among whom God brought him; who denied his Acquaintance, 
Relations, and Friends, and Nation, and Country , Worſhip and 
Fathers Houſe, and went into a ſtrange Land to Dwell ; And 
afterwards Abraham's Seed were Strangers in the Land of 
Egypt, who by the Egyptians were for handred years Aﬀitted 
and Perſecuted, but the Lord did Overthrow the Egyptians in 
the Red Sea, and ſo Deſtroyed thoſe Perſecutozs, 

Tihmael the Son of Hagar, the Bond-woman, did eMock and 
Perſecate Iſaac, the Son of Sarah the Free-woman, who was caſt 
out of «Abraham's Family, that he ſhouldnot Inherit with the 
Righteous, b2cauſe he was a Perſecutoz. 

Eſau was a Perſecuto2 of Jacos who fled from his Fey 
a 


{E373 
and he deſpiſed his Birth-r:ght, for a meſſe of Pottage, and mor- 
{cl of Bread, And Eſau the Perſecutoz becauſe he hated his 
Brother, therefore the Lord ſaid, I have hated Eſau, and laid 
his mountain deſolate ( and Jacob have I loved, who was bleſſed 
ed of God ) and there is an End of that Perſecutoz. 

Nimrod and Cain were two old Heyeticks, the one _ 
cuted Abel ; and the other was called the Mighty Hunter be- 
fore the Lord, who did begin to build Babel, which God con- 
founded ; and declared Cain to be a Vagabond ; So a Perſecue- 
t02 is a Vagabond and a Fugitive, 

Joſeph's Bzethzen-Perſecured him,and Sold him into Egype ; 
and Pottiphar's Wife ſlandered righteous Joſeph, yet — 
lefle the Lord made him'to proſper, and cleared his Innocency, 
Toſeph's Brethren were made to Bow in the day of their Poverty 
to their Brother, whom they had So/4 and Perſecuted. 

Pharaoh the King, that Old Perſecutoz, becauſe he would 
not let the Children of 1ſrael go, that they might Worſhip God 
the Lord Deſtroyed him. 

And the Egyp:ians Perſecuted the Children of 1ſreel , 

though to them Joſeph had been a b/eſſtzg, and they killed their 
Children,and Oppreſſe.| them by ſore Labour and Taxes; there- 
fore the Lord overthrew thoſe Perſecutozs, and drowned them 
in the Sea ; and delivered His-Perſecuted and Oppreſſed People, 
by a mighty hand and outſtretched arm ; So that there was an end 
of thoſe AQppreſſors and Perſecutozs. 
- And the Childzen of Jſrael Perſecuted Adſes, and were. 
ready to ſtore him in the Wilderneſs, and Rebelled againſt him, 
and neither regarded his word, nor the Lord, wherefore the 
Lord ſaid, they ſhould not enter into his reſt ;, Whoſe carcaſſes felt 
in the Wilderneſs, and periſhed as Pharaoh did in the Sea with 
bis-Hoft ; who regarded not the word of the Lord, nor of Mo- 
ſes, that bid him get him out of his-ſight, . And ſo there was the 
cend.of thoſe Perſecu: 92s. 

Sampſon was betrayed by his Dallilah and Perſecated by the 
Philiftines, but the Loxd brought an end to his Perſecuto1s. 
Therefore beware all ye that Tr»ft not in the Living God, 
ik you loſe: your Strength, and-be betrayed. by your Dales 
MAY'S, - ; 


Balaam: 


Numb. 
2 þ. 
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(8) 
Balaam was a Perſecuto2, who loved the Wages of Unrighte« 
ouſneſs, a Derive and a Dillembler, in whoſe way many go ; 
But mark their ways and his, (that go againſt the riqhewa 
Seed ) the End was deſtruction, who went againlt the r:ghteoug 
Seed, and Life; and there was the End of that Perſecuto2, 

Saul Perſecuted David when the evil' Spirir came upon 
him, and the Spirit of the Lord departed from him, and purſs- 
ed him up and down, and hunted him like a Partridge anda 
Fly, but he Lord overthrew that Perſecutoz. 

Abſalom Perſecuted his Father David, and ſought after his 
Life, to get the Kingdom to himſelf ;' and Abirhbopbel was 
his Counſ2llor, whoſe Counſel God confounded and brought to 
ought, and the Lord overthrew both him and Abſalom; and 
ſo they fell into the Pit which they had d:gged, and there was 
the End of thoſe Perſecutozs, 2 Sam. 17,18. Chapters. 

Shimet one of Sax/'s Family, was a Perfecuto}, who curſed 
King David, and flung ſtones at him, and cried out, Cone our 
thou bloody man, and thou man of Belial, &c, 2 Sam, 16.6, 7, 
Now though Dvd did pardon Shimez, that he did not take a- 
way his Life; yet muk what came after, Solomon his Son cauſed 
him to be ſlain. See 1 Kz»g. 2.46, and there was an End of 
that Perſecuto2. 

Joaſh the King, and his Counſellozs were Perſecutors, as 
ye may read (2 Chron, 24.) what became of them, and what 


was their End that perſecuted the Prophets of the Lord, and 


flew Zechariah a Prophet of God ( whom the King comman- 
ded to be ſtoned to : ar in the Court of the Houſe of the 
Lord) who in love warned them for their ſouls eternal good ; 
but to reproach they turned it, and made a mock of the Pro- 
phets, and lighted the Meflengers of God ; and accounted 
of the Spiritual men as Mad-men, and called the Prophets 
Fools : But the uprightelt of them 1s as ſharp as:'a Thorm- 
h:dge, and the beſt of thzm as a Bryar : Among whom many 
of the Proptiers trembled, ſhook, and quaked in Sackcloath and 
Athes, and ſhewed ſeveral Signs ; and if they came Piping 
or if they came with Repentanceto them, they did not regar 

Therefore the Lord lefc ther'over to their own hearts luſts, 
to periſh in their gain-ſayings, as Corah, Dathan and Abirew 
) 
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(9) 
did , whom the Earth opened, and ſwallowed up quick, 

Numb. 1. | 
Therefore conſider all ye Perſecuto2s upon the Earth, and 
remember.your Examples that be gone before ; read the Scrip- 
tures of Truth, and ſee in whoſe paths and ſteps ye-walk : for 
they who love Enemies ( as Chriſt commanded ) and keep 
brotherly love and fellowſhip,and efteem well of all men,they 
can hurc no creature upon the Earth. The Righteous: hath 
alwayes ſuffered ( in the whole world ) and hath been perſe- 
cuted unto death, upon the account that they have been the 
Tares, the falſe Prephets, and the Decervers : for which doing 
Chriſt gave them no Example, nor any Command for all the 
Perſecution that hath been fince the dayes of the Apoliles, 
Though in the Law they were not to ſpare their neareſt Rela- 
tions, Wife, Brother or Siſter, that drew them from the Law 
of God, and went to ſet up another god ; if he were a Blaſ- 
hemer or a falſe Prophet, they were not to be ſpared, but to 
be put to, death by the Law of God : Which Law of God 
( Chriſt being put to death) ended ; and he faith, Love Ene- 
mics, For the ; ts ſaid ( who perſecuted Chuſt) they had a 
Law, by which, if any man ſaid he was the Son of God, was 
todye, and to be put to death : Therefore the People might 
ſay, as they ſay now, They were but ſubje& to the highet 
Powers. Burt mark the end of thoſe Blaſphemers that perſe- 
cuted the Son of GoJ to death, the Prince of Life, | 
And mark the end of thoſe Perſecutoys that perſecute Chr; 
where he is manifeſted in his Members ; that viſited not them 


in Priſon, and catr.e not to them when they were ſick, and Met. 5, 


doathed them, not and fed them not : Such he ſaith muſt gs 
into everlaſting puniſhment ; much more them that caſt into 
Priſon ſhall receive the Reward'of Perſecutozs, + -:;» 
' The Children of {ſrae/- wee perſecuted by the Heathen, 
whom the:Lord overthrew. | 
Haman perſecuted Mordecas and the Jews, and would have 
hadthem all put” to death,” and Hordecar hanged ; becauſe he 
teared God, and could not bow to proud Haman, So the ſame 
thing that ſhould have been done unto Mordgcas, befel Ha- 
*4n, and ſ6ithere was an end of that Perſecutor, 
B Ahab 


(10) 

Ahab the Kino perſecuted Micaiab the Prophet, and com- 
manded that he ſhould be caſt into Priſon, and fed With Bread 
and Water, till he returned from the Bartel at Rameth-Gulead, 
becauſe he could not flattey him, and ſpeak, well of him, as the 
falſe Prophets, the' Prophets of . Baal did; So Ahad the King 
was ſlain in the Battel, and did not return in Peace, according 
to Micaiah's words, And there was an End of that Perſes 
cuto2, 

Jeroboam the King, his hand Fithered which be put forth 
againlt the'Man'of God,whocryed: againſt the Altar in Be:bel, 
and their Idotatry-there. - See x King, 13, * | 

Rechab and'Baanaxhthe Sons.of R:mwmon, did Perſerute and 
Slay Iſhhoſheath'the Son of -Saul, (a righteous perſon) un his 
own. houſe upon his Bed, and cut off his Head, and brought ir 
to-King David, and looked for a Reward . (for this theut Mw 
der ) (ſaying to David, they had killed his Enemy, and auenged 
him upon Saul ad his ſeed,” But David commanded his young- 
men, and they flew them, both- Rechab: and Baanab, and cut 


2Sam.24 Off their heads ; and that was their Reward for their Perſecn- 


ting and Rilling a Righteous Perſon, *- 

- Job's Frienysperſecured him, and revilzd  him'z and ſee 
the.end of them, that Job was: contirained to offep facrifice 
for them; and make interceſſion to God for them, See!Fab 42. 
And though People reade in the Scriptures. daily, yet .cheydo 
not conſider,” - - - | 

The Jews perſecuted Diavid( who.was-of the Royal Seed) 
of whom: David ſaid ,* Lee their Children become Fagabouds: 
©" Atid ſo they-wetre, according to his Prophecy (and aze at this 
day) and their Eyes blinded, and they bow down their backs 
alwayes.. So-be''all the YVagabonds and Blood-ſhedders, yehoſe 
eyes are blinded backs. bowed'down, that-be out df the Lite 
and Power, which the Fews went out'of; andCain;!' And ſodo' 
all the Chriſtians ( ſo called ) and alt-People upon'the:Earthy 
whoſe eyes are blinded, and they-gone fromthe Lift of God 
in themſelves, - Theſe let 1+ the fl, the Muzrderer and 
Lyar, that went forth of the: Truth: and: ſo gees-fromthe 
Principle of-Life and Domirion- .: Pheſe are the'V agabonds 
and the Perſecntors,, though thoy' bei never fo.;Rich _ 

arth, 
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Eitth, Great Kings, : tw or Empetors, yet have net'a 
habitation 1n God. | 

A Perſecutox, his eye is blinded, his ear is topped to the 
Spiritof God in himſelf ; (o wanders from the habitation in 
God : So a Vagabond, he will-cortupt the Earth, and Rain 
the Earth, and fill it with Violence. A Fugitive that ſpills 
the Blood of the Innocent, he cauſeth the Earth not to yeeld 
her ſtrengch. $0 here is the Author of Poverty and Beggars, 
'by whom the Jult and Innocent alwayes ſuffer , againſt whom 
is God's Wo ; and that is the ead of 'all Perſerators, 
- Jezebel and Ahad were both Perſecatoys of the Prophets 6f .. 
is Lord, -and Killers f then ; who paitired her face, and 
thought to have been received and eftzemed by her Painting : 
but ark cheend of thoſe Perſecutors, whoſe Blood the Dogs 
licked ; in whoſe dayes the Prophers Wandered up and down 
in Sheep:skins and Loat-skins; and were in Caves and Dens 
of the Earth, and wete fed 'in them. And E4ſþa the Prophet 
it theſe dayes was fed by the Ravens, Therefore confder ye 
that delight in Perſecmtion, Do not deviſe evil on your Beds, 
tlatter not your ſelves in four 0wn eyes, leſt your Iniquities 
do become: ſo loathſome atd {6 harefull,, that yhu come to no 
change ; for Shatne will bring forth Confuſton and a fountain 
of Lyes, Plot not againſt the Juſt, nor gnath not your te=th 
againſt them: Ceaſe from Anger and Wrath ; be patient, and 
fret not againſt the Innocent, and the Righteous. 

Do you nor fteade of the Great Perſecution, in the ſecond 
Pſalm, The Rage of the Heathen; who imagined wain' things. 
The Kings of the Earth took, Counſel together with the Rulfrs, 
agunſt the Lord, and againſt his Anointed, Will not the Lord 
yex them in his Wrath and ſore Diſpleaſure,' and laugh them | 
to ſcorn becauſe of their folly and madneſs ; and ſet his King 
upon his holy Hill > and fo fruſtrate the endF all of the Per> 
lecutot 's, | ” G SHA 


" The Childzen of Jfrael when they tratisgreffed the Law of 
God, they perſecured his Prophet” Jeremiah, they put hin in 
the Stocks: and in the Dungeon ; who was perſecuted by 
Phiefts an Pyitices ;-ahd'the Lord ſuffered them to he'cars 
ned away Captive ints Babylor, _ ©: piſt out their ing' 
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(22 | 
Eyes, and to deſtroy his Sons ; who in the day of their Pro. 
ſperity in their life-time hearkened to their Prielts,falſe Pre. 
phets,and Teachers, that ſmoothed them up,and cryed Peace 
to them in their Iniquities, and would not regard the Prophets 
of the Lord, but perſecuted them ; and there was the end of 
thoſe Perſecuto2s. 
And the Children of 1ſrael, their Princes and Prieſts per. 
ſecuted 1ſaiah the Propher, and the Children that were with 


-him, were for Signs and for Wonders to both the Houſes of 


- the Signs, nor Wonders, 


Iſrael before their Captivity : yet they would not regard nei. 
nor Prophets, who afterwards were 
carried away Captive : and there was the end of thoſe Pet: 
{ecuto2s, 

Paſhur the Son of Im2mer the Prieſt (who was alſo chief Ge. 


,vernor of the Houſe of the Lord) did {mite Jeremiah, and put 


Ezek+ 12» 


him in the Stocks ; Therefore- did the. Lord tell him by the 
Prophet Jeremiah, that his name ſhould not be Paſhwr, but thi 
Lord had called him Pagoz-miſſabib ; For the Lord would 
make him a Terror to himſelf and all his Friends ; and they 
thould fall by the Sword of their Enemies ; and that he ſhouls 
be carried captive to Babylon,and dye there : and that was the 
end of that Perſecutoz, And again, when Jeremuah had 
fpoken the words, which the Lord had commanded him to 
ſpeak to the Children of 1ſrael, Then the Prieſts and the 
Prophets, and all the People took him, ſaying, Thos ſha 
ſurely dye; becauſe he propheſied in the Name of the Lord, 
and told them of the Deſtruction of the Temple, See Ferem, 
chap. 26, | | 

In the Children of 1ſraels Captivity there had been Perſe: 
cu:02s of the Pzophets : Ezekie/ cold them, their Shepherds, 
Teachers and Prophets had cauſed them. to erre, and had made 
havock of the P2ople, and ſold them for handfuls of Batley, 
and pieces of Bread ; and eaten the Fat, and cloathed them- 
ſelves with the Wool : the Lord would redeem them. from 
their mouthes, whom he ſaith, are like Foxes in the Deſart, 
which worry and devour the Lambs, and they were made 2 
prey upon who departed from Iniquity, So let them ſee (who 
regard nat the Lord nor his Prophets) the fruits of their Pet(t: 
cittion., - Daniel 
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I3 ) 
Daniel in the Capt:v1ty of the Children of 1ſrae/, let them 
ſee their Sims and their Tranſgreſſions, who regarded neither 
the Lord nor his Prophets, And Daniel was Perſecuted for 
praying to God, and caſt ito the Lyons Den, Mark, did not 
God bring his Perſecuto2s into the Dex of Lyons, who tore them 
to preces,and Damel was Delivered ? 

And the Three Children were Perſecuted for not Worſhipping 
Nebuchadnezzar's golden Image, and were caſt into the fiery 
Furnace, whom God delivered, and made their very Perſecutors 
to confeſſe that they were the Servants of the moſt high God ; and 
thoſe who caſt them 1nto the fiery Furnace were ſlain ; which was 
a Teſtimony againſt their { re/ty and Perſecution. 

Amos the Herdſman, who was a Prophet of the Lord, was 
Perſecuted at the Kings Chappe/, who told them the Songs of 
their Temple ſhould be turned into Howling. And they ſaid 
that Amos had conſpired againſt the King,and bid him get him 
into the Land of Judah and Propheſie, And Amss teld them 
of Vyals and Inſtruments of Muſick, and of their drinking Wine 
in Bowls, and how they ſtretched themſelves upon coſtly Beds, and 
of the Seat of Violence, and how they ſwallowed up the Needy, 
and caufed the Poor to fall, and that they did not remember the 
Affuictions of Foſeph, Amos 6, 7, 8. Chapters, But mark what 
the Lord ſaith of them : Are ye zot as the Children of the Ethio- 
pians unto me O Iſrael, ſaith the Lord; and Iwill ſet mine eyes up- 
0n them for evil and not for good, &c. 

Micah Propheſied in the Captivity, and let them ſee how 
their Judges, their Princes, Heads and Rulers of Iſrael, who hate 
the Good, and love the Evil : who pluck off their skin from off 
them, and their fleſh from their bones ;, who alſo eat the fleſh of my 
People, and flay their 5kin from off them, and they break their bones 
aud chop them in pieces, as for the Pot, and as fleſh for the Caldron. 
And Thws ſaith the Lord concerning the . Prophets that make the 
People to erre ; who bite with their teeth , and cry peace, and he 
that putteth not 1nto their mouthes, they even prepare war againſt 
biw, Therefore the Lord told the Priefts and Prophets, That 
they ſhould not have a Viſien, and that they ſhould not Divine, and 


the Sun ſhould go down over the Prophets, and the Day ſhould be Mich. 
dark, over them, And their Seers ſhould be aſhamed, and their Di- 
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viners confounded, and Sion o their ſakes ſhownld be plowed as a 
field, and Fernſalen laid on beapes ; And this was their reward 
from the Lord for their wickedneſs & Perſecn.ion, ho divinecd 
for money,and taught for hire,and judged for gifts & rewards;they 
had no Anſwer from God ; and this was the fruit of their Per- 
ſecution and Perſecn:02s, Fozmality and Blindneſs ; Whom 
the Prophets had foretotd how they had ſerved God with their 
lips, but their hear:s were removed far from his ; And how they 
would Sacrifice, and Offer, and cry the Temple of the Lord, an 
yethve in their Abominations : Which Offerings and Sacrifice 
God had no reſpeit to more thay Cain's, whoſe hands were full of 
blood : And told them, their Oblations, and Sacrifices were no 
wore to hins, than to blefſe an 1dol, and he that Offered « Sacrifice 
as he that cut off a Doggs neck, or ſlew a man ; For they were 
Perſecuto2s. : 
Nahum, Joel, Haggi, 3achary, Let the Children of 1ſrael, 
( nw” rod ſee their Tranſereſſion ; Ahd ſee how the Judge- 
ments of the Lord came upon them for their Tranſgreſſions and 
Perſecution. je 
The Edomites who were the Children of Efatt were Perſe: 
cutors of Jacob and his ſeed, as ye tnay read in the Prophecy of 
Obadia, where the Lord ſaith to Edons, The pride of thine heart 
hath deceived thee, thon that dwelleſt :1n the clifts of the Rocks, 
whoſe habitation ts high,that [aieſt in thy heart, Who ſhall bring me 
down to the ground ? Bon are the things of Eſau ſearched out ? how 
are his hidden things brought to light ? The mighty men of Teman 
ſhall be di:ſmayed,to the ad that every one of Mount Eſau may be cut 
off by ſlaughter.F 02 thy Uliolente againſt thy brother Jacob, ſhawe 
{hall cover thee, and thou ſhalt be cat off for ever, . Shall not I in 
that day deſtroy the wiſe men ont of Edom, and the underſtanding 
ont of mount Eſau? Becauſe thou ſtoodeſt on the other ſide in the day 
that the Strangers carried away Iſrael (aptive, and Foreigners 
entered into. bis gates, aud caſt Lots upon Feruſalem : ever this 
waſt as one of them. But thou ſhouldeft not have looked on thy Bro- 
ther in that day when he became a ſtranger, neither ſhouldeſt thoy 
have rejoyted over the Children of Judah, in the day of their de- 
ſirnition, nor. have ſpoken prondly in the day of their daſtreſſe, nor 
fbonldeſt thag bave entred into their gates, nor lookgd on ther affii- 
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Hion,'n the day of their Calamity,nor bave laid bands on their Sub- 
ftance inthe day of their Calamuty, nor ſhouldeſt thou have ſteod in 
the croſſe Way, to cut off thoſe of hrs that did eſcape, nor delivered 
thoſe that did remain. Therefore as thox haſt done, it ſhall be done 
unto thee, thy reward ſhall return wpon thine own head, and thou 


ſhalt be as though thou hadſt not been, So there was an End of 


Edo the Perſecuts2. 

Herod Perſecuted Joh» Bapriſt to death, and cauſed his head 
to be cut off : He being Uoluptuous, and delivhied inhis 
Daughters Dancing, gave her mn ſtead of the one half of his 
Kingdom, the Head of the Juſt Fohn Baptiſt. But mark the End 
of that Perſecuto2 ; Was he nor eaten to death with Worms 2 

And marke what became of him that Perſecated, and pro- 


ceeded again(t Fames,and killed him with a Sword, and Perſe: AR, 12. 


cuted Peter, and Perſecuted and Rilled the /»nocext C hildren at 
Bethlehem, in madneſs when they -could not find the Child 
7eſ,yhofed from the Perſecuting Tyant into Egypr, And 


the Phariſees told Chrift that he ſhould £ from thence, for [ u,12. 
ſ 


Herod wou/d kill hins : Who anſwered and ſaid, Go, tell that 
Fox, Behold I caſt out Devils, and will heal ftill, to day and to moy- 
vow, axd the third day & ſhall be perfetted. And he took, up a La- 
mentation ever Jeruſalem, and ſaid, Oh Jermſalem, Jeruſalem, 
which hilleſt the Prophets and ſtoneſt them that were [ent to thee, 
how often would I have gathered thy Children, as a Hen doth her 
Chickens, and-ye wonld not ? Therefore is your Houſe leſt unto you 
defolate, &c. There was the reward of their Petſecution. 

The Jewes Perſecuted Chiiſt, who came of them accord- 
ing to-the fleth, and mocked, and ſcoffed at Him, and depujed 
Him, and b/aſphemed and ſaid, He had-a dewil, and buffeted him, 
and [more Him with a.reed, and ſpit. in His face, and Crowned 
Him with thorns, among whom at His Birth He had no place 
but in the Manger, in the Stable. But mark the 2nd of theſe 
Perfecuto28, Priefts, Pzofeſſozs and Rulers. Did not the Lord 
bring the Heathen upon them according tq Chriſts Prophecy, 
and deſtroyed their Citys and Temple, and ſcattered them over all 
Nations, and'many of them were carryed.Captives into Egypr, 
There is the Endoof all Perſecuting Profelihis in the Mouth 
and Lipps without Life and Power, - F 

au 
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Paul was a Perſecutoz, and a yeelder to Perſecution, ( when 
Steven was ſtoxed,the Witneſſes layd down their Cloaths at Sauls 
feet ) to whom the Lord ſhewed Mercy : which in moſt of 
his Epſleshe confeſſeth, and his HKnworthineſſe,that he ſhould 
find Mercy, ſeeing he Perſecuted. 

Oh ye Perſecnto2s, conſider therefore, and remember what 
a great Thing it is to find Mercy, as Paul did , who Con- 
feſſed it to his very lalt, as you may Read in his Epiftle to 
Timothy, 

The Jews Perſecuted Steven to death, who was full of the 
holy Ghoſt : But the Jews who reſiſted it ( as their forefa- 
thers did) they Profeſſed the Words given forth by the holy 
Ghoſt, but mind their End : Were they not deſtroyed when 
Teruſalem was compaſſed about with Armies, and was layd 
0n heaps, and not one ſtone of the Temple left upon another that 
ſhould not be thrown down ? 


Chriſt ſaid, that His Diſciples ſhould be Perſecuted from Ci. 


ty to City, and ſcourged, and halled out of the Synagogues, and car- 
ried before Rylers, and caſt into Priſon for His Name ſake; which 
was fulfilled upon them according to Chriſt's words, And he 
ſaid, 4 day of Vengeance ſhould come, and told them they had 
Perſecuted Zacharias, and Killed him between the Temple and the 
Altar, and that the Temple ſhould be thrown dowy, 

And the true Chriſtians in the Primitive times were no Per- 
ſecutozs, but Levers of Enemies, and tendey of all Men ; this 
was their Doftrine and Prattice; which is beyond Fews, and 
Heathens, and Hypocritical Chriſtians, that are Apoſtatized 
boch from the Life, Dottrine, and Prathice of Chriſt and the 
Avoſtles in. the Printroe times, 

And the Council threatned Fames.and Tohn, and Beat them, 


AR$.40 and Commanded them not to ſpeak any more in the Name of 


Jeſm. | | 

John gave forth the Revelations, and was Perſecuted, and 
Baniſhed, and he Propheſied of the Beaſt, the falſe Poopher, the 
Dragon, and the falſe Charch ſhould Perſecute, Kill and Deſtroy, 
and drink the Blood of the Saints and Martyrs, and wake War with 
the Remngnt of the Seed of 'the woman ;” And:theu Eſtabliſh the 
Beaſts Worſhip, the Dragons "falſe Church , wherein all yr 
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ſhould drink, her C up, and ſo goon, until their ſins ſhould reach to 
Heaven, and come ito remembrance before God, And that God 
would in the end plague the Whore, and burn her fleſh with fire ; 
and take the Beall, and falſe Prophet the old Dragon,and caſt them 
alive into the Lake of Fire that burns with Brimſtone + and all 
that drink,of the Whores Cup,and worſhip the Beaſt, ſhall be tormen- 
ted, and drink the Cap f the Indignation of the Lord God Al- 
mighty : And here 1s the end of thoſe wicked Perſeru- 
(02s. 
Judas the Perſecuto2 who betrayed-his Maſter, and kiſſed 
him, and ſold him to the Prieſts (for Thirty Pieces of Silver) 
who thirſted-after his Blood, the Blood of the Innocent : But 
mark his end, with his Company, with their Swords and 
Staves, He hanged himſelf. : 

The Jews pertecuted Pax up and down from place to place, 
afcer he came to receive the Mercy ; which many now receive 
his Words, but perſecute his Life : And after that he came ts 
exerciſe his Conſcience, to keep it void of offence towards 
God and towards man ; then they did account Paul! an Here- 
tck,, and a mover of Sedition, and a Peſtilent Fellow, and one 
who turned the World »p-fide down, and was accounted not 
fit to live upon the Earth, when many of the Jews and Pro- 
ſelytes that feared God, followed Paw and Barnabas, who ex- 
horted them to continue in the Grace of God : But when the 
reſt of the Jews ſaw the People, they were full of ewvy, and ſpaks 
againſt Paul, and railed on them, And they ſtirred up certain de- 
wut women, and chief men of the City, and raiſed Perſ(ecu:ion 
againft Paul and Barnabas, and expelled them out of their Coaſts : 
But they ſhook off the Duſt xl their Feet, as a Witneſs againſt theſe 
Perſecutozs. Forty of the Fews bound themſelves with an 
Oath, and conſpired together with the Priefts and Council, to 
kill Paul ; but were prevented by the Chief Captain. Again, 
when the Jews ſaw Paxl in the Temple, they moved all the 
People, and laid hands on him, crying, Mem of Iſrael, help : 
this 15 the man that teacheth all men every-where,againſt the People 
and the Lan and this Place. Moreovor, be hath brought Gre- 


clans into the Temple, and hath polluted this holy Place, Thex A&s 21, 
al the City was moved, and the People ran together, and they took 22. chaps 
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Paul, 
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Paul, and drew him ont of rk to kult bing, but were pris 
vented by the chief Captain, who reſcued him out of their hands, 
and they cryed againſt him, Amway with ſuch a fellow from the 
Earth, for it us mat meet that he ſhould live. So Paul found mor 
tavour from the Romans, Who were Heathen, than from Nis 
own Nation, who were Fews, and the greatelt Profeflors thet 
in the World. And Ananias the High-Priett, and the Eldgts, 
and Tertullus the Orator, accuſed Parul unto Felix the:Gover 
nour, and told him, thac they had found Paxl a Large feltom, 
and 4 mover of Sedition among all the F em3:throwgbant the world, 
and a chief maintainer ef the Set of the Nazarites, | and would 
have polluted the Temple: and afterwards the High-Prieſts, and 
the chief of the Jews appeared before Feſtus-againft Pal, and 
would have had him ſent him to Jeruſalem ; and they laid wait 
by the way to have killed him, But ye may.read what" was the 
end of all theſe bloody Perſecutdis,: who drew nigh unta God 
with their lips, and with theis mouthes honoured him,.'but 
removed their hearts far off from him. So the lip-feryers, 
will-worſhippers will perſecute now (as the Fews did of old) 
Butthey that worſhip God in Spirit and in Truth ( which the 
Devil is out of ) cannot perſecute ;. for they .can' love Ene- 
mies, and bleſs thoſe that curſe them, and pray tor them that 
perſecute them, and do good for evil ; So theſe are the true 
Chriſtians and followers of Chritt. 

The U02d of the LozyGod to you all, Let no one per- 
ſecute about Church, Worſhip,. Religion, Maintenance and 
Miniſtry, that profeſs themſelves tobe Chrittians : , For Chrilt 
gives no ſuch Command nor Example, but to love Enemies; 
for He rebuked his Diſciples, who would have had Fire come 
down from Heaven on them who would not receive them, and 
Were contrary-minded to them ( as the Prophet had done :) 
Therefore Chriſt, who fulfilled che Law and the Prophets, &- 
buked their zeal, and told them, :'H# came not to deſtroy ment 
lives, but to ſave them, , | 

Therefore ye that are Perſecuto2s and Octroyers of Mens 
Lives, ye are not in-Chrilt's Mind, Life nor Doctiine ; not 
the Spixitual men that wreſtle with Spivicual weapons : but yau 
are carnal, of Which ( as Liaid before ) the Devil was the au 
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thor, and the beginner of : £09 the Lamb and the Saints, and 
the Bride and lis Wife ſhall have the Victory ; the Furſt and 
the Laſt ſhall reign, wherein A/pha'and Omega thall be known 
(over the Perſerwutors) the Begining and the End; the Lamb of 
God's Kingdom; the Firlt and the Laſt, So now.in theſe lalt 
days the Prophets af the Lord have warned the Turk, warned 
the Pope, and warned moſt of the Kings in Chriftendom, of 
their Perſecution ; whole Field lics like a Field of Blood, who 
ltaines the Earth with it, that the Inhabicers of it are Vaga- 
bonds, like Carp: that killed the Righteous ; ſo that the Earth 
doth not yeeld her full ſtrength : Therefore are there ſo many 
Beggurs, deſolate people in Poverty among them. 

Peter and. Jude prophetied, and ſavy a perſecuting Carz (that 
would Kill about Religion ) was getting up among the Chriſti- 
ans before their deceaſe,. Which would be Preachers or Tea- 
chers ; Who were by the Apoſtles judged. 
 Fohn in the Reve/ations {aw Jezebel that would be a Pro- 
phet and a Teacher among the Churches, which Jezebel was 
a Perſecuter and a drinker of the Blood of the Saints and Pro- 
phets ; Whom John rebuked, and ſuch as ſet her up and follew- 
ed her, ' Therefore, O confider! Have not Perſecmtors been 
ſet up by a Lay fince the Apoſtles dayes, and the Doctrine of 
Chiilt crampled under foot, which teacheth to love Enemies, 
and overcome evil with good ? 

And have you not read in Heb. 11, how they perſecuted the 
Saincs, and-ipoiled the Saints g09ds ; and how they wandered 
in Sheep-skins and Goat-skins, of whom the World was nor 
worthy ; who lived in Dens and Caves of the Earth. And 
again he ſaith, 7 ſaw the Beal ard the Kings of the Earth, a»d 
ther Armies gathered together,to make war againſt Him that ſate 
wpon the white horſe, who was cloathed with a Veſture aipt 1n blood 
(the Lord Jeſus Chritt ) whoſe Name was called The TAo2d of 
God ; axd' againſt his Army ( the Saints that were with Him ) 
Aad the Beall was taken, and with hi the falſe Prophet that 
wrought Miracles before him, with which he decerved them that 
bad received the Mark of the Beaſt, and them that worſhipped bu 
Image. Theſe both were caft alive into the Lake of Fire, burning 
wich Primſtone, And the Remnant were ſlain wth the Sword of 
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him that ſat upon thewhite bor proceeded out of his manth: 
and all the fowls of the aire were filled with their fleſh, And this 
was the end of thoſe Perſecu:o2s. 

The Miniſters of lnrighteouſneſs, and falſe Apoſtles,and Me. 
ſengers of Satan, and his Miniſters were the Perſecutors of the 
Righteous like their Father the Devil,and walked in his tepss 
ye may Read in the Corinthians, but their end was according 
to their Works, 

The Ancichziſts and Wolves which got the ſheeps Clothing, 
who were the Deceivers, theſe were the Perſecutogs and or. 
riers of the Lambs of Chriſt ; as we may Read, Marth. 7.24, 

_ And you may ſee the Jews that Killed the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
and Perſecutet the Church : Now theſe Perſecutozs pleaſed 
not God, who afterwards overthrew them, 2 The, 2, 

And it was ſaid unto Sau/, Sax! why Perſecutelt thou me? 
I am Jeſus whom thou Perſecuteſt, 1t 55 in warn for thee, &c, 
When that Sax! was going with his Packet of Letters (from 
the high Prieſt and Scribes ) to Perſecute the Saints, 

And Paul afterwards confeſſed, that he was a Perſecutoy of 
the Church, when as rouching the r1ghteoufneſs of the Law, he 
was blameteſs, which Law did Command carnal Weapons, 

Mark that : and ſo he thought he had doxe God good Service in 
Perſecuting thoſe that were contrary minded : But yet ſaith he, 
through the grace of God I found Mercy, becauſe 1 did it 1gn- 
rantly, Phil. 3. 

David was often Perſecuted of his Enemies without a Cauſe, 
and he ſaid, They Perſecuted the poor amd needy, And he pray- 
ed unto the Lord to deliver him from them that Perſecuted him, Þ 
and to ſtop the Way of them that Perſecuted him, Pal. 35. 

The true Chriſtians (Who follow Chriſt) cannot Rev1le them 
that Perſecute them ; according to Chriſt's DoEtrine, Aatth, 
5. Bur the Perſecutozs never follow Chriſt in their Perſecu: 
tion, for His Doctrine is to pray for them that do Perſecu:e. And 
Chailt told his Diſciples, That they ſhould be Perſecuted fron 
Cityto City, And thoſe Perſecuto2s are ſuch as are boys after 
the fleſh ; and are the makers of Setts, 

And th Wiſdom of God ſaith, Behold I ſend you Prophets ans 
Apoſtles, and ſome of them they ſhall Pexlecute ard Rill, char ' 
the 
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the Blood that have been ſhed from the Foundation of the VVorld 


born of the fleſh, that cannot /ove Exmemes. 
And Chriſt ſaith, If :hey Perſecute me, they will a/ſo Perſe: 
eute you that keep my Sayings, And they will not keep your 


Sayings, that do not keep Chriſt's, ( who ſaith, /ove Enemies.) John 14, 


And therefore are we Perſecuted, becauſe we keep Chriſt's Say- 
ings and Commands, ho is the Redeemer and Saviour, who 
ſaith, Swear not at all, &c, 

Steven told the Jews when they did Perſecute and Stone 
him to Death, That they always reſiſted the holy Ghoſt, and that 
their Fathers had been Perſecutos of the Prophets. 

And Paul after he was Converted, told the Jews and Hea- 
thens, how he had been exceeding Mad againtt the Chrifti- 
ans, and had Perſecuted chat YVay, Chriſt the Light ; And 
now he was ſent to turn People from Darkneſs to Light, and from 
the Power of Satan untoGod, And how he had Perſecuted the 


Church of God, and thought he did God good ſervice ; And was Ag. 22: 


exceeding Enviom againſt them, and Injuriou? A Fanatich 26. 
ſpirit, Yet afterwards he ſaith, that he himſelf was Perſecuted 
but not forſaken, for the Lord was with him; when he exerciſed 
himſelf ro keep his Conſcience void of offence towards God, and to- 
wards man ; Then thoſe Perſecuted him, and were again#t hin 
and forſook him, who before were for him ; but the Lord did not 
forſake him, but was with him, 1 Cor, 15, 

Now here is the Two Births, Pa»/ was Perſceuted when 
he was Born of the Spirit, but when he was of the Fleſh he was a 
Perſecuto2. Now they that will-live godly in Chriſt Teſws, muſt 
(«fer Perſecution by the #»god/y, who are, and ever were the 
Perſecuto2s, and «»profirable T alkers, 2 Tim. 3. 

And the Apoſtle taith, he was  Neceſſitres, and in Perſecu- 
t10n, and Afﬀittion, and endured Stripes, Hunger and Nakedneſs : 
And again he ſaith, ne:ther Perſecution, nor Famine, nor Tribu- 
lation, nor Diſtreſſe, ſhould ſeparate them ſrom the love of Gd : 
And for Chriſt's ſake they were killed all the day long , and were 
accounted as ſheep for the Janghter, ard through Chriſt they were 
more than Conquerors over all thoſe Perlecutors. So he that is 
born of the Spzr:t is to ſuffer Perſecution by the Birth born after 
the fleſh ; and not again to Perſecute, And, 


may be required of this Generation, Of that Perſecuting Birth Luk. 12. 
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And Jeremiah ſaich,who was Perfecuted of the Jews: Ali-thei; 
Perſecmiors ovetgok them (when God brought the Heatber v _ 
on them) which were ſwifter than an Eagle from Heaven : Aud 
this came upon FJeremiab's Perſecu:o2s, who prayed to-th: 
Lord to Revenge him of his Perſecutors, Jer, 15. 7 

And the Apoſtle ſpeaks of lome that had been accounted 
Chriſtians amongſt them that were Doggs : that atter a time 
turned again and /ickt wp the Vount, (as Many do now,and theſe 
Doggs were greedy and hungry Perſecn. ors , and Devourers , 
that lick, up their own Vomur ) and will not feed upon the 
bread that comes down from heaven, Chriſt Teſus, And ſome that 
wentunder the Name of Chriſtians, afcer that they were waſh- 
ed did run into the wire again. ; 

So Conſider this ye who are not Heirs of God and Ele& 
before the World began, ſee if ye be not of theDoggs and Swine 
rentirg, and tearing, and.in the mire, and licking up your own 
Vomit, 

And the YV/oman, the true Church, was Perſecuted, which 
brought forth the Man Child. Sec Rev, 12, 

And the Firſt-boyn, who 1s born afcer the Fleſh, Perſecuted 
him that wat. born after the Spirit, Gal. 4, For he that 1s born 
afcer the Fleſhis a. Perſecuco2 ;- though he may Protelle all the 
Scriptures, Church-Worſhip, and Miniſtry, yethe is a Perſe- 
cuco2. | | 

ad Dary Perſecutev the tender Vines and Budds, and 
Plants as they iprang up ; Waole End and Dayes the Lord 
ſhortned : And woeful! and aiſerable was the end of:many of 
thoſe Biſhops and Bloodp Tyrantcs, which in her dayes were 
the greateſt Perſccutozs.As ye may read in Foxe's Monumen:s, 

And alſo, we warned the Long-Parliament of their Per- 
fecution, who heard not, nor regarded the Prophets of the 
Lord ; who at the laſt were turned out as :1nfit for his uſe, 

We warned Oliver Proceftor, in whoſe Dominions there 
was Perſecution almoſt in every place, who would not here 
and conhder as he ought to have done ; and ſo his Days alſo 
were ſhortned. 

TUe warned other Parltaments of their Perſecution, and to 
itop and limit Perſecu:o2s, 
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We warned Richard Cromwel of Perſecution and Perſe- 
cuto2s, to op and limit them, 

We warned the Committee of Safety ( (o called) of the 
Plagues and Fudgements of God that were coming upon their 
heads : and of the blood of the [zzocext in the Nation that la 
ſhed,by Perſecuto2s, in Goals, Priſons, and Houſes of C orrettion: 
And mens Lives and Eſtates were taken from them by men in 
Tyranny and Perſecution ; yet great Talking and Profefſing 
of God and Chrilt with the Lipps, but out of his Life and 
Docrine. | 

Laſt of all we have warned Charles the Ring who hath his 
day, and all his Ofhcers and Magiſtrates under him , by 
whom many -of the [zcent are calt into Goals, lying on 
raw in Dungeons, ſome whereof are hick and weak, andiome 
dead, and Wives and Children, and neceflary things denyed 
them : Therefore conſider theſe things for this is the day now 
* of your Tryal. 

All you that do Perſecute about Relrgron, (, burch, YYVorſhip, 
Miniſtry, Sacrifice and Offerings, are no more Reſpetted of God 
than Cain was, neither hath God any more regatd to your 
Services than He had to his. 
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